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Reading in Merneptah’s Stele

Dr.Maha Hussein jaber *

Abstract:

Since it was discovered by Petrie in 1896, the victory stele of
Merneptah was and remains the subject of many researches due
to the word “ Isracl” mentioned in the twenty-seventh line of the
inscription.

Most scholars have done their best to adapt the text and to
interpret it in accordance with the biblical background, in terms
of its history, or content or linguistic structure, in order to prove
Israel’s entity, its essence, its existence and its relationship with
other names mentioned in the text.

The purpose of this research attemps, after a brief
presentation of the various views, to read lines 26-28 of the text,
in writing, language and content, in view of the ancient Egyptian
language and its historical background.

Key words:

Canaan, Israel, prt, Kharu, Khaty, Tehenu, Ascalon, Gezer,
Yenoam.
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